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To a lady who endeavoured to vindicate herself from blame for neglecting social attention to worthy neighbours, by saying, 11 would go to them if it would do them any good,1 he said, ' What good, Madam, do you expect to have in your power to do them ? It is shewing them respect, and that is doing them good.'
So socially accommodating was he, that once when Mr. Lang-ton and he were driving together in a coach, and Mr. Langton complained of being sick, he insisted that they should go out and sit on the back of it in the open air, which they did. And being sensible how strange the appearance must be, observed, that a countryman whom they saw in a field, would probably be thinking, 'If these two madmen should come clown, what would become of me1?'
Soon after his return to London, which was in February, was founded that CLUB which existed long without a name, but at Mr. Garrick's funeral became distinguished by the title of THH LITERARY CLUB3. Sir Joshua Reynolds had the merit of being the first proposer of it3, to which Johnson acceded, and the original members were, Sir Joshua Reynolds, Dr. Johnson, Mr. Edmund Burke, Dr. Nugent4, Mr. Bcauclcrk, Mr. Langton, Dr.
1 Mr. Best (Memorials, p. 65) thus writes of a visit to Langton :— 'We walked to the top of a very steep hill behind the house. Mr. Lnngtnn said, "Poor dear Dr. Johnson, when he came to this spot, turned back to look down the hill, and said he was determined to take a roll down. When we understood what he meant to do, we endeavoured to dissuade him; but he was resolute, saying-, he had not had a roll for fi long time ; and taking out of his lesser pockets whatever might be in them, and laying himself parallel with the edge of the hill, he actually descended, turning himself over and over till he came to the bottom." This story was told with such gravity, and with an air of such affectionate remembrance of a departed friend, that it was impossible to suppose this extraordinary freak an invention of
Mr. Langton.1 It must have been in the winter that he had this roll.
° lioswcll himself so calls it in a letter to Temple written three or four months after Garrick's death. Letters of Bosivcll, p. 242. See also lioswcll's Hebrides, Aug. 25, 1773.
•' Malone says :—' Reynolds was the original founder of our Literary Club about the year 1762, the first thought of which he started to Dr. Johnson at his own fireside,' Prior's Malone, p. 434. Mrs. Piozzi (Anec, p, 122) says :—'Johnson called Rey-. nokls their Romulus, or said somebody else of the company called him so, which was more likely.' According to Hawkins (Life, p. 425) the Club was founded in the winter of 1763, i.e. 1763-4-
4 Dr. Nugent, a physician, was Hurkc's father-in-law. Macaulay (Essays, i, 407) says :—'As we close Goldsmith, of careless-
